TURDAY, MARCH 30, 1918,

ITOR TRUCKS HELP
MAKE FAST MAIL

Vegetable Vans for
rmers—Figures on Pos-
tal Program,

ashington, — Within a few years
postoffice department will be the
st single user of motor trucks in
ea and will operate them on
delivery routes all through the
ited Btates. Detalls regarding this
ea were given at a meeting In
pago recently for the organization
he Highway Industrial association,
J. I Bilakeslee, fourth assistant
master-general, as follows:
peently the postoffice department
taken a deep Interest in the prog-
of highway improvement, the de-
ppment of the motor truck and in
thods of utilizing both, There has
h a reduction of farm production
ng to the draft at a time when it
imperative that production should
increased. More convenlent trans-J
tlon would stfmulate production.
hongh gomewhat late In starting,
' postoffice department s endeavor-
to overcome this loss through the
prm-to-table” movement.
®*The only was to demonstrate to
producer lhat 1t is worth while to
rense production, Is to put some
jible means of communication be-
» him and that is by establishing
or truck parcel post routes, There
in the United States 42,205 rural
1 routes and 16,000 star routes, but

THE

DAW-GONE! WHAR DO
DIS OL’ BLOCK GO? | parauetios the Dixie ‘Highway and

average number of pieces of par-
post matter carried per day to pro-
cers on these routes is only elght
route, and only one plece per route |
bm producer to consumer. THere Is

@ry: only one from Philadelphin and
o from Chicago.

Will Reduce Living Cost,

“Motor truck parcel poat routes will
d producers and eventually reduce
e cost of living. Fourteen handlings
e now required to deliver eggs from
he producer {n Vineland, N. J,, to the
pnsumer in  Philadelphia, and this
mber I8 doubled when the eggs are
hipped from Philadelphia to eonsum-
rs In New York. Only six handlings
i1 be required by the motor truck
ervice hetween New York and Phila-
plphia,

| “There are approximately 2,200,000
iles of public road in the United
tates, on more than half of which
here I8 no mail service, and 166,000
piles of Improved road, on 120,000
piles of which there 18 no service. To
evelop the farm-to-table movement
Is only necessary to take advantage
Bf highways already existing and im-
proved.  With a federal appropriation
f £125,000 and an Ohio state appro-
priation of $60,000, the Columbus
anesville road was put In good con-
flition for motor truck service a year
d a half ago, and the first postoffce
motor truck will be put in operation
over this road within the next thirty
iy s,

“Kive vears ago a proposed chaln of
otor mail routes from New York to
Ban Francisco was trealed as a joke,
Moday It will be diffien’t to present
rguments why such routes should not

Hin task
various

This recrult is puzzled.
' de s e 'is to fit a lot :
bt a single parcel post route from |shapes into corresponding holes in a L .

w York out into productive terri- | flat board. after the development of prairie
blocks won't fit in right"
hours of such tests the army officer
In possession
knowledge of the soldier's mental abll-
ity and nervous temperament,

e i

a six-mlle stretch through a swamp
between Washington and

But it's plain that “de ol
After two

of a pretty

Richmond, | motor” truck postsl routes reducing

Cover Long Routes in Winter.

the winter postal trucks to conform with prices in the eity.
havs been operated dally on a 110-mile | But sooner or later some of the pro-
round-trip route frolm Oxford, Pa., to| diucers will shade prices a bit, then
gdthout missing
Growers at Oxford were shipping from | pyramid downward instead of upward,
one to one and A half tons of mush- They have been Increasinkg for the last
into Philadelphin dally,
the cxpress service they had been us-
It was essentinl to | controlling prices now, but with direct
heated motor truck for the | producer-to-consumer service the mar.
In three days the postoffice | ket cannot eontinue to be controlled.

The first day it carrfad
106 pounds of mushrooms and the sec- | velops its plans a market will be cre-
ond day, Sunday, it carried 800 pounds, | ated for more trucks than all the man-
In the first three days the truck earned | ufacturers ean produce, It Is essential
Thigs one truck will earn | to standardize some type of truck for
$12.000 a yvear and the service will cost | the service, heated n winter and !
Heretofore the growers had to | cooled in summer. C. O. D. mervics fnr1
ship their mushrooms 120 miles to get | farm-to-table dellvery presents a
fifty-five miles | problem, and the depariment invites
A motor truck route from | suggestions as th how the producer
Washington to Leonardtown has been | and consumer can ba mutually pro-
In operation three years, with a 2-ton | tected.”

truck and 1%-ton traller.
the malil for 104 postoffices and 102,.
Revenue ia derived from |
first-¢lass mail as well as parcel post |
There 1s also a motor mall |

Philadelphia,

ing broke down,

provided ane.

them to Philadelphia,

It carries

beyond the cost of operation,
“Throughout the most productive
part of Georgia is a good highway,

connties, yet the producers there have
noe direct means of communication
with Atlanta. From Savannnh to Ma-
con, 100 miles, not one producer is
shipplig to market. Growers will not
ralse produce without some visible
means of shipping.

“Many truck gardeners within ten to
fiftecn miles of clties drive to the
markets with loads of produce and
think this is a cheap way of market-
ing, do not think of their time and
that of their horsea as worth any-
thing, as they pay out nothing in cash,
But how about the farmers twenty to
thirty miles out? These are Lhe pro-
ducers the postoffice is golng after.
To enlarge the delivery zone of the
city it must establish routes ffty to
100 miles out in%e territory where
farmers are not producinge their ut-
maost.

“A bill was introduced in the senate
last year providing for experimental
motor truck routes, but It falled to
pass bhecause of lack of time. The
postofMee, however, declded to try out
its plans under the present lawas,

"An emergency confronts the coun-
try and daily transportation must be
put before the farmer to stimulate
production. The motor truck Is not
confined to fixed ralls or routes, but
can travel roundabout to avold de-
lays. Roads must be Improved and
the most permanent type of road ls
cheapest In the long run, as the matter
of upkeep Is Involved, There Is a
class of citizens who say the govern-
ment should not encourage usa of
trucks on improved roads because they
injure them, but the postoffice cannot
sen the logic of Investing money in
roads that are not going to be utilized
to the utmost. Every evidence of mn-
terial prosperity has followed lines of
communication. The west expandod

achooner tralls and transcontinental
| rallways until it has become the ter-
ritory upon which the country depends
for foodstuffs, We are going back now
to the post-road stage,

Should Cause Reduction,
“Some peopla are skeptical about

fair

the cost of living. Theyany that when
direct shipping means s supplled the
producer will at once ralse his prices

trip, | others will fallow until prices bhegin to

when | ten years and It will take time for
them to come down, Somebody ia

“As the postoMee department de-
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The Most Wonderful Automobile Value on Earth—
$747.67 Delivered

We can make delivery of a few Ford Sedans.
The Ford Sedan is the coolest ear in summer and

warmest in winter.

Let us demonstrate this beautiful little Lim-

ousine to you.

The price has not advanced on this

model yet, but we look for an advance at any time,

D. S. Etheridge Co., .

401-403 Broad Street

267-269 E. Main Street

M operated from Portland, Me, to

Sone scction of this route Is In doubt,

(ow Orleans and up to Chicigo. Only | route befween Baltimore and Geltym.
burk, wna the postal revenve s ar| S AST ORIA | a————
]
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You Don’t Need a Salesman to Help You Decide About a Dodge Bros. Car

TALK TO THE MAN WHO OWNS ONE |
~ | And Then Place That Order Now "

And Don’t Forget to Ask About the

New Dodge Brothers Delivery Car——

See Our Models of the Wonderful Car

The Velie Biltwell Six -

A Car That Pleases in Every Feature

If You Are in the Market for a Fine

Delivery Car See Us Be-
fore You Buy

Ask the Owner of an Indiana and Get
the Real Reason Why So Many
Are on the Streets

Immediate Delivery, Any Size There's a Reason

CITIZENS AUTOMOBILE COMPANY

Sixth and Broad Sts. : : Chattanooga, Tenn.
The People Who Give You Service

'=—-1

I 13 A2 st

~ -




